SS Mary & John Churchyard

A cross-curricular approach

The ideas below are by no means exhaustive and do not cover all curriculum areas, but give a flavour of ideas that could be used to back up the visit to the churchyard at Key Stages 1 & 2

History

Chronological investigation

Enquiry – link to Census work – following families & businesses 

Important people linked to the community

Comparison of old/new gravestones -

Evidence (recording the past)

Life expectancies

Occupations

Development of land use

Literacy
Vocabulary of obituaries

Parish records

Written accounts/ Diary extract

imagine you are one of the people on the census – ‘a day in  the life of’

War Graves – letters from soldiers

Maths

Pattern, Symmetry Shape & Space

layout of churchyard

Shape of memorials nets

Co-ordinates, directions, positions

Averages (ages of deaths)

Ratio – men to women buried – is there a difference?

Cost of memorials & materials now/then

Science

Materials used for the different memorials

Weathering/erosion

Life processes (birth/death)

Green plants

Geography

Maps of Churchyard & locale– different types/styles/purpose/aerial views

Census link - Areas of the country that people came from – why did they come?

War Graves – where soldiers were killed – can children find it on the map?

Development of land use

ICT

Finding things out – Internet research, Census, Spreadsheets, Excel

Developing Ideas
Exchanging & Sharing Information through Power Point / Publisher (art/design link)

Digital imaging & manipulation 

Internet use

PSHE/Citizenship

Poverty, illness, family units/extended family, lifestyles then/now

Respect for faiths and symbols of faith 

Changing occupations

Music

Singing games and rhymes from the past – which have survived? What do they mean?

Songs & Rhymes from the local area

Art & Design

Materials used, flora & fauna – Andy Goldsworthy link

Textile pictures

Observational drawing – pattern, design, style – war graves consistent style throughout the world

Architectural features – memorials, church windows, doorways

R.E

Places of worship (comparison)

Symbols of Christianity

