Key Stage 3

Year 9

Guidelines for teachers.


A visit to the war graves in the Churchyard is definitely recommended (perhaps on or near to Remembrance Day) and guidelines for conducting a survey are given. In addition, the information and worksheets can be used in the classroom without visiting the churchyard if circumstances don’t allow. 


There are two information sheets (no1 is also reproduced as fact sheet 14) and two worksheets to accompany the Table of war graves designed to be used with mixed ability groups if required. Those numbered as 1 are more demanding, while 2 is less so. 


The skills targeted are cross referencing and comprehension, while pupils could ‘follow up’ with their own research using the Commonwealth War Graves Website at www.cwgc.org  They could also do a project, researching the battle which claimed the life of one of the men commemorated in the churchyard. They could select a name from the table, or, if they visit, choose one from the Roll of Honour inside the Church. The battles which particularly involved the men of the Oxford and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry are: Loos, the Somme, Ypres and Arras on the Western Front. Private John Dawson was wounded at Pozieres (and died of his wounds in 1918) while Private Ernest Barfoot fought in Mesopotamia and could have been involved in the Battle for/ siege of Kut. 


Extra information can be found at the Commonwealth War Graves Site and some supplementary information (dates of death for some of the soldiers) is provided as an Appendix: Source A. This could be used as extension work to stretch  independent learners. They could research the War and try to work out for themselves which battles claimed the lives of those men. William Hunt, for example (21/3/1918) would have been killed on the first day of the Ludendorff Offensive. Those who are really keen could go to the Oxfordshire Family History Society record of Monumental Inscriptions (available on CD) and make deductions about the impact of the loss of their men-folk on other family members: the Dawson family history being especially poignant.


Guidelines for conducting a survey of War Graves with Year 9 pupils.


Divide pupils into groups of 3-5. Give each group a copy of the maps of the Churchyard, and the questionnaire entitled, ‘War Graves Survey’. Suggest the Memorial as a meeting place. Depending on how much time you’ve got, they could survey different sections. As a ‘follow up,’ activity, each group could report back on their findings.

Appendix

Source A: Dates of Death for War Dead

Frederick Dawson: 11/12/1917

D Lynn: 28/10/1915

Harry Charles Green: 18/2/1917

Cedric Horace Veary: 13/7/1915

(Menin Gate Memorial)

Alfred William Veary: 16/5/1916

Seymour Aylwin Hills: 9/4/1917

(Thiepval Memorial)

WilliamThomas Hunt: 21/3/1918

(Pozieres Memorial)

William Percival Green: 23/7/1916

(Pozieres Cemetery)

C Phipps: 27/6/1916

Ralph Spencer Beddin: 25/1/1917

(Thiepval Memorial)

of 45, Fairacres Rd

Ernest George Franklin: 30/11/1917

Reginald Donald Abbiss: 2/12/1917

