

Key Stage 4

Medicine and Public Health 

Guidelines for Teachers.

A visit to the churchyard is recommended in conjunction with the Fact Sheet on Public Health, maps of the Churchyard and the Table of Children’s Graves.

Conducting a Graveyard Survey/Visit


Rather than visit the entire churchyard, it would be a good idea to focus on Section F where there are a large number of children’s graves; and on Section E, where there are number of deaths in  the early 1890s; and to focus on a specific period of time, for example, the late 19th Century and early 20th. Pupils could be divided into groups and given a range of dates to research. They could then report back to their classmates, presenting their findings in the form of a graph to show when mortality rates were highest in their given time span. The more able could work from the full table of children’s graves, the less-so from abridged ones adapted by the teacher from the table. 
After completing their research, and in class discussion, pupils could put forward reasons why they mortality rates might be higher in some years than in others, and identify changes, using information gleaned about epidemics and conditions in Oxford from the Fact Sheet on Public Health especially the section on Infectious Diseases. Ideally, they should make the link between the number of deaths on 1892/3 (a concentration of these in Section E) and the Diphtheria and Scarlet fever epidemics of those years. They should also look for evidence of a falling- off in the death rate following (i) the Liberal Welfare Reforms of 1906-12 and (ii) the Creation of the National Health Service by Attlee’s Labour Government in 1948.


Students studying Medicine Through Time for G.C.S.E will find the reference to a ‘cure for diptheria’ in the Parish Magazine for March 1885 very interesting (Public Health page 2-3) and this could be used as a topic for discussion and an exercise in source analysis (see appended Worksheet: An Exercise in Source Analysis)


There is also a useful section in the fact sheet on Public Health on Maternity Services which links in with the Exam requirement for G.C.S.E to study Women in Medicine which contains useful information about the Midwives Act of 1902. Using their own knowledge, Students could compare these developments with what they know of earlier provision for the care of expectant mothers. And it would certainly be worth visiting the grave of Mrs Mary Elizabeth Loxley (D225) who died shortly after giving birth to her baby daughter Ellen (F115) in March 1889. Five days later, her two year old son, Wilfred (F115) also died, which suggests the presence of infectious disease in the household, However, a fruitful area of discussion could involve students suggesting other reasons for so many deaths in this one household in such a short space of time. It might be worth consulting the Burial Register. Or the Census of 1881 (available on the Internet without charge) Did the family live in an especially poor area? What was Mr Loxley’s occupation? Were they vulnerable because of poverty, or simply the unlucky victims of contagious disease?


All in all, there’s plenty of useful and interesting information on the Fact Sheet on Public Health which could also be used with students at Key Stage 3 in years 8 and 9. 


A Revision Exercise using the churchyard is also appended.

Worksheet: Exercise in Source analysis


Study the following extract from the Parish Magazine in March 1885: -


“The following cure for diphtheria should be universally known for it is believed that it scarcely fails to succeed: -

One teaspoonful of powdered sulphur in a wineglass of water, gargle frequently with it, allowing a little to go down the throat, and hold it in the throat also.

If the case is too far gone to be able to gargle, put a teaspoon of sulphur on a red hot coal, inhale the smoke. Go on doing this until a passage is made, then swallow a little and hold it in the throat as before directed. If this treatment is persevered in, the sulphur never fails to burn away the fungus.”


(a) What can you learn from the Source about the symptoms of the disease of Diptheria?


(b) Using the source and your own knowledge, what evidence is there that the cause of Diptheria was not fully understood at this time. (Own knowledge might include a reference to Pasteur’s Germ Theory)


(c) Using the Source, and your own knowledge (from the table of children’s deaths) explain whether you think people were right to believe, “that it scarcely fails to succeed.”


(d) Using the Source and your own knowledge, suggest how this cure is similar to cures used for other diseases in earlier periods of history.


(e) Using your knowledge of medical developments in the late 19th Century, suggest ways in which this treatment might have worked. (A reference to ‘magic bullets’ and Sulphonamides might be useful here, properly explained.)


(f) Using your own knowledge, suggest how future advances in medical knowledge and in public health might have helped children suffering from infectious diseases such as Diphtheria.


(h) How useful is this extract as a source of evidence about the state of medical knowledge in the late 19th Century?

Revision Exercise : Medicine and Public Health


A trip to the churchyard could add just the variety that ‘revision-weary’ 16 year-olds need to help them rekindle a spark of interest in a subject that they have endlessly revisited. Instead of memorising facts (one might hope they already know some) students might be better employed visiting the churchyard on a kind of treasure-hunt: their task would be to find graves which test their knowledge of their subject as follows; and in each case, they should write the date, noting whether the treatment was available or not.


Find the grave of a worker who died before the National Insurance Act was introduced: -


Find the grave of a worker who died after the National Health Service was introduced: -


Find the grave of someone who would not have benefited from medical inspections at school, and the grave of someone who would.


Find the grave of a soldier who would not have been prescribed Penicillin to stop his wounds becoming infected: -


Find the grave of someone who could have been prescribed a ‘magic bullet.’


Find the grave of a woman who would not have received free ante-natal care while pregnant and one who would: -


Find the grave of an Anglican nun/ or nuns who lived to a ripe old age and suggest reasons why: -


Find the grave of children from the same family who died in infancy before Penicillin, and suggest the names of some infectious diseases which may have claimed their lives: -


Find the grave of someone who could conceivably have been given a heart or lung transplant during their lifetime.


Find the grave of someone who could not have received an X Ray had they broken their leg.


Finally, find the grave of someone who would not have known – as a young adult - that germs cause disease and explain why.
