Year 7

Graveyard Survey

Guide for teachers.

Target historical skills: chronological understanding, elementary deduction, and individual research

Cross curricular skills: numeracy, literacy and map reading

Divide pupils into small groups and send each group to survey a different section of the churchyard. One member of staff would remain at a central meeting place such as the central Memorial Cross while others circulate among the pupils.


Give each group a copy of the maps of the Churchyard and send them off in their various directions, advising them to walk at all times and if they have to move off a path, to be careful of trip hazards.


 Their first task (map-reading) should be to locate their given section. Once there, they should record at least six inscriptions in notebooks, at least two of which only give the dates of birth and death – not age at death. Their task should be to calculate how old the person was at death. They should also find a grave where more than one person is buried, in which case their task should be to work out who died first. They could then make an elementary deduction about the person from the information on the headstone. Appropriate vocabulary could be introduced beforehand: including deceased, predeceased, survived and interred.


Teachers could use the following examples as a guide to designing their own questionnaire, or photocopy it (without the answers) Questions are designed in varying levels of difficulty. All pupils should be able to answer some.


 In Section A, find the grave of John and Clara Irving. (A168)


 How old was John Irving, Headmaster of S.S Mary and John School, when he died. (Answer: 39)


How old was Clara Irving? (95)


Who died first according to these dates? (John)


Did Clara predecease John? (no)


Did Clara survive John? (yes)


Do you think Clara was John’s wife? Give a reason for your answer. (probably not)


In Section B, find the grave of Dorothy Browning (B264) close to the path.


Can you tell from the Inscription how old she was when she died? (no: in fact she was 45, born 6/8/1900)


Was she alive during the Second World War? (yes)


Did she have a nick-name? (yes) 


What was it? (Taffy)


What might this nick-name lead you to think about her? (that she was Welsh or had some connection with Wales. In 
fact, her father was Welsh)


What was her date of death (July 11th 1947) Actually, she died in 1946.


How would you describe the wording on her inscription (romantic, moving, generous, poetic, lovely, tender etc.)


What can’t you tell from the Inscription (who Peter was, her age at death)


What flowers are planted there? (narcissi/ daffodils)


Do you get any impression, from the Inscription, about the kind of person she may have been? (Yes, romantic, 
cultured/musical/literary - though some pupils may point out that what it tells us about Peter is more reliable)


Do you think anyone visits her grave (yes – lots of people, especially the compiler of this survey – who adopted it 
many years ago, which is another story)


Give reasons to support your thinking (repaired headstone, bulbs, the appeal of the Inscription)


In Section C, find the grave of Verona Black (C145)


What was her date of birth? (September 15th 1915)


Was she born during the First World War? (Yes)


What was her date of death (August 15th 1995)


How old was she when she died? (79)


Can we tell from the Inscription whether she had any relatives? (Yes, husband)


Do you think anyone visits her grave? (probably) Give a reason for your thoughts.


In section D, find the grave of Henry and Sarah Early (D135)


When did Henry Early die? (6/12/1909)


Can we tell how old he was? (No)


How old was his wife, Sarah, when she died? (92) 


Did she predecease her husband? (No)


Did they have any children? (Yes, daughter, Eliza, buried there also)


What religion do you think the family followed? (Christianity) 


How can you tell this from the Inscription? Give a reason.


In Section E, find the grave of Mary and Henry Ham (E27)


What was Mary’s date of death? (5/3/1932)


What was her age at death? (82)


Does the Inscription give her date of birth? (No)


So, can you work out when she was born? (Yes, 1850, within one year)


Did her husband, Henry, survive her (No, died in 1913)


In Section F, find the grave of the Wyatt children (F187)


Tragically, they all died in infancy. What does this mean?


Which child was born first? (Daisy)


Which child died aged 9 weeks? (Ernest)


Which child lived the longest? (Frank)


Can you think of any reasons why these children died so young?


In Section G (further from the path so children will need to be accompanied)


Find some graves with interesting headstones you could draw


Suggest G7, G8, G50 – Celtic Crosses.


After compiling their survey, pupils could compare notes in a class discussion and make a wall display.

