IDEAS FOR SUMMER VISITS

PRACTICAL TIPS

IDENTIFY SOME BUTTERFLIES
On warm sunny days butterflies will be busy in the
churchyard looking for nectar which is their energy
source.
You may see —

Gatekeeper
(or Hedge brown)
Holly blue

Large white
…also the Orange tip and Speckled wood.

LOOK & LISTEN FOR DEVELOPING SEEDS
You may hear cones dropping onto
the churchyard floor from the tall
Wellingtonia (3) and Corsican pine
trees, (4) each one contains tiny
seeds.
Look out for the bright red berries
of the lords and ladies in the
Garden of Remembrance and
Thanksgiving where you will also
see the pods of the Gladwyn iris
swelling with seed.

•

Keep to paths if possible.

•

Beware hidden stumps, holes and
kerbstones

•

Don’t play or climb on tombstones

•

Beware dangerous rubbish such as
broken glass and syringe needles.
Report any needle find to the City
Council: 252 900

•

Beware of dog mess

•

Do not eat anything, including berries,
found in the churchyard

•

Do not pick flowers: let others enjoy
them

Contact the Vicarage for further
information:
cowleysj@btinternet.com ;
01865 242396
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Ox-eye daisy
Speckled wood

In the Summer the woodland setting of the
churchyard provides a peaceful, shady retreat
under the canopy of leaves of the mature trees.
The contrasting habitats within the churchyard
attract a variety of wildlife.
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Summer

There are dry stone walls,
 orange tip

long grass and flowers

and even in the heat there are cool, damp areas
of decaying leaves and rotting log piles.
What other habitats can you see?
The stinging nettle is one of the most
important plants in the churchyard. It
supports over 40 species of insects and
invertebrates and in late summer the
huge quantity of seed produced provides
a food source for
many of our seed
eating birds with
their specially
adapted short,
heavy beaks.

Can you see any teasels? (2)
This is a tall biennial plant (it
takes 2 years to grow) and
in the summer it attracts
numerous butterflies, bees
and hoverflies who drink
nectar from its pale purple
flowers. Next year’s plants
will already be growing
around the churchyard
where seeds have dispersed.
They look like large green
rosettes of prickly leaves. In
the winter the seed heads
provide a food source for
birds. Dried teasel heads
were used for centuries to
comb wool and today are
still used for specialist
cloths to cover billiard
tables, tennis balls and
furnishings.
Many other churchyard plants and
shrubs have nectar-rich flowers. Look
out for —
field scabious

buddleia (or butterfly bush)

Chaffinch
Goldfinch

and ox-eye daisy

